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Goal #1 - No Poverty
SDG 1 Aim 
 
Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the global partnership 
for sustainable development.  
 
Video: 
1. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gmeuXD2qze0 
 
Workshop outlines: 
1. Page 11 - https://www.developmentperspectives.ie/ResourcesPDFS/
Stepping%20stones%20for%20SDGs.pdf  
 
2. Page 15 - https://www.developmentperspectives.ie/ResourcesPDFS/
Understanding-the-SDGs.pdf 
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Goal #1 - No Poverty

Target 1.1: By 2030, eradicate extreme poverty for all people everywhere, 

currently measured as people living on  less than $1.25 a day. 

Target 1.2: By 2030, reduce at least by half the proportion of men, women and 

children of all ages living in poverty in all its dimensions according to national 

definitions. 

Target 1.3: Implement nationally appropriate social protection systems and 

measures for all, including floors, and  by 2030 achieve substantial coverage of 

the poor and the vulnerable. 
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Goal #1 - No Poverty

Target 1.4: By 2030, ensure that all men and women, in particular the 

poor and the vulnerable, have equal rights to  economic resources, as 

well as access to basic services, ownership and control over land and other 

forms of property,  inheritance, natural resources, appropriate new 

technology and financial services, including micro-finance. 

Target 1.5: By 2030, build the resilience of the poor and those in 

vulnerable situations and reduce their exposure and vulnerability to 

climate-related extreme events and other economic, social and 

environmental shocks and disasters. 
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Goal #1 - No Poverty

How is all this going to happen by 2030? 

The UN established two methods of achieving No Poverty by 2030: 

• Mobilizing resources from around the globe and enhancing cooperation to 
provide a means  to implement programmes and policies that will end 
poverty in all its forms. 

• Create sound policy frameworks at national, regional and international level, 
based on pro-poor and  gender sensitive strategies, to support investment 
in poverty eradication actions. 

Alas the SDGs are not binding, and if countries do not create policies that 
favour  poverty eradication, poverty will not be eradicated. 

Find out more: https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2016/goal-01/
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Understand
Facts and Figures 

• More than 700 million people, or 10% of the world population, still live in extreme poverty. Surviving on less than 
US$1.90 a day. 

• Having a job does not guarantee a decent living. In fact, over 8 per cent of employed workers and their families 
worldwide lived in extreme poverty in 2018. 

• Globally, there are 122 women aged 25 to 34 living in extreme poverty for every 100 men of the same age group. 
• The majority of people living on less than $1.90 a day live in sub-Saharan Africa. 
• High poverty rates are often found in small, fragile and conflict-affected countries. 
• Poverty affects children disproportionately. One out of five children live in extreme poverty. 
• As of 2018, 55% of the world’s population have no access to social protection. 
• In 2018, only 41% of women giving birth received maternity cash benefits. 
Ref: https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2016/goal-01/ 
Further information can be found here.
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Understand
Poverty and COVID-19 
• The pandemic is set to push an estimated 71 million additional people into extreme poverty. From 1990 until 

last year, the number of extremely poor people fell from 36% of the world’s population, to around 8%. Now, for 
the first time since 1998, that number is rising fast. You can read the full article here . 

• In Ireland, prior to the current public health crisis, one in every seven people lived with an income below the 
poverty line; about 680,000 people. This number looks set to rise as the impact of the Covid-19 crisis unfolds.  
This is one of the key findings from this report from Social Justice Ireland. 

• This short BBC animation Coronavirus and poverty: Is there a link?  explores some of the reasons why poorer 
people are more likely to catch and die from Covid-19. 

• Oxfam have recently published a paper which lays out an ‘Economic Rescue Plan For All’ entitled Dignity Not 
Destitution that states it can meet the scale of the crisis, through a range of measures. Do you think these 
measures can work?
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Understand
Poverty and Disabilities 

• Persons with disabilities are more likely to live in poverty due to barriers such as discrimination, limited access to 
education and employment and lack of inclusion in livelihood and other social programmes. Read the recent UN 
Brief on this here.

• This video features people with disabilities from around the world 
explaining the cycle of Poverty and Disability and shows ways to end 
the cycle. 

• Almost 40% of people with disabilities are at risk of poverty and social 
exclusion, with Ireland among the worst in Europe as found in The 
fourth edition of the European Disability Forum’s Human Rights Report. 

• Further disability statistics on poverty and income inequalities in the EU 
can be found here.
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Understand
Child Poverty 

• One in nine, or about 132,000, of Ireland’s children grow up in consistent poverty. That means they live in a 
household with a very low income and go without basics such as heat or nutritious food. Watch the video here. 

• One in five children in rich countries lives in relative poverty. And one in eight risks going hungry or not getting 
the right food . This Unicef report ranked 41 of the world’s wealthiest countries on how well prepared they are 
to meet the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals most relevant to child well-being. 

• Those living in poverty are not a failure, the system is failing. In The USA, over a trillion dollars  is spent on 
poverty alleviation each year, yet the poverty rate here is far higher. As the president & CEO of a non-profit, 
Teva Sienicki has experienced first-hand the devastating, cyclical nature of intergenerational poverty. In this 
inspiring talk, she argues that in order to end poverty once and for all, we need to treat the root causes of the 
problem, such as ensuring a living wage for all not just the symptoms. Watch here . What do you think of this? 

Photo by Annie Spratt on Unsplash

https://www.irishtimes.com/news/social-affairs/child-poverty-in-ireland-the-numbers-1.3762715
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/890/
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/890/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vvlozhvQPJw
https://unsplash.com/@anniespratt?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/healthy-people?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Understand
Changemakers - Food for Thought 

• In this TED Talk Mia Birdsong asks us to look again at people in 
poverty, pointing out the brilliant adaptations of everyday people. 
Mia’s approach marks a departure from traditional institutionalised 
change work, which seeks solutions from select “experts,” that are 
often removed from the problems they’re charged to solve.  

• Physician Cheryl Holder states that “for the poor and vulnerable, 
the health impacts of climate change are already here”. 
Unseasonably hot temperatures, disease-carrying mosquitoes and 
climate gentrification threaten those with existing health conditions, 
while wealthier people move to higher ground. In an impassioned 
talk, Holder calls on doctors, politicians and others to build a care 
system that incorporates economic and social justice. Watch the full 
video here. 
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Act
Action is  a key component to achieving to eradicating poverty. 
Take one or more of the  challenges below this month to make 
your contribution to the #SDGchallenge: 

Get informed – Engage with articles, blogs, videos and campaigns. 

Be Political – Write to the Minister for Finance. 

Educate – Host a workshop, talk or discussion about No 
Poverty.  

Cooperate - Barter, shop local or share with a neighbour. 

Inspire Others - Take the #PovertyBox Challenge and nominate 3 
friends.
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Act
Challenge #1 – Get Informed 
Your journey starts with the ‘Understand’ section of this info pack. From there we 
encourage  you to engage with reports, documentaries, campaigns and blogs that 
provide a range of  perspectives on the causes of and solutions to global poverty. 
Support your actions by being  informed on the issue. 

Challenge #2 – Be Political 
Write a letter to the Minister for Finance, Paschal Donohue. He has the ability to 
influence policy  that can eradicate poverty. In this letter mention 4 issues: 
1. Lessening of income inequality 
2. Progressive taxation 
3. Poverty is man made 
4. Importance of Education when combatting these issues. 

Contact details: Ministers Office, Dept. of Finance, Merrion Street, 
Dublin 1. Email:  webmaster@finance.gov.ie
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Act
Challenge #3  -  Educate 
This challenge invites you to discuss poverty with your friends, family or colleagues. It can be 
an  informal chat with a cuppa or an organised workshop where you can tackle the issues 
head on with  a group. 

Challenge #4  - Cooperate 
Try bartering goods for a week with neighbours, friends and family. This reduces the 
need for money and allows you to trade what you already have for other items you 
might need. You should also find out if there is a cooperative in your town. Try to shop 
locally and at independent  stores to see what difference it makes to you and your town. 

Challenge #4  - #PovertyBox 

The ‘Poverty Box’ Challenge asks you to buy all of your  food for 1 week for €14 (€2 per 
day). Take pictures to document what you have bought or made each day  and share it 
with #PovertyBox. At the end of the week, you must nominate 3 friends on Facebook/
Twitter/Instagram to take the same challenge! 
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Irish organisations making a difference

All Together in Dignity – ATD Fourth World is an international human-rights  movement that works through 
grass-roots projects in partnership with people living  in poverty. All around the world, it remains focused on 
constantly reaching out to  the most vulnerable families, those who have a long history of poverty and  
educational disadvantage even in the so-called developed countries. 

Website: http://www.atdireland.ie/wp/ 

Blog: https://www.developmentperspectives.ie/SDGChallenge/
ATD%20blog%20post.pdf
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Sharing our actions on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram allows us to raise awareness 
about No Poverty in Ireland and around the world and about the Sustainable 
Development Goals.  
Please click on the icons below to link to our pages: 

No matter which challenge you take, be sure to share it! Check out our Facebook page. 
You can share your actions here and inspire other SDG advocates! 

Or you can Tweet us @devperspectives. Follow us for daily updates and  interesting 
reads on No Poverty for this month! 

Follow us on Instagram @devperspectives and make sure to tag #SDGs and  
#globalgoals in your posts

Share

This project was funded by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT). The content of this communication represents the views of 
the author only and do not necessarily represent or reflect DFAT policy.


